BEFORE you write the introduction, ask yourself:

· What is the context of your argument/essay?

· Why is your topic significant?  Who cares?

· What am I arguing?

· How will I “telegraph” the evidence to support my argument?

AFTER you write the introduction, be sure you can identify:

· the context of your argument/essay
· the significance of the topic/argument

· the argument
· an overview of evidence that will be used to support that argument.

The funnel method
In this method, the first sentence is broad and general. It introduces your topic, and each following sentence is narrower and more focused. Finally, it narrows down to your thesis. 
Example 

"In life, people pass through different phases. They are born into a family, and then they grow up and reach puberty. After puberty, they are considered adults. At this time, the social burden on people become heavier, and new responsibilities are added to a person’s burden. Graduating from a good university, finding a job, getting married and having children are some of these expectations. Most people consider these expectations, especially having children, reasonable and see them as sources of happiness . However,  it is my opinion that children are far away from being the ultimate bliss in our lives; on the contrary, they bring about more responsibilities and restrictions."

AVOID ( The "dawn of man" introduction. 

This kind of introduction generally makes broad, sweeping statements about the relevance of this topic since the beginning of time. 

Example: Since the dawn of man, slavery has been a problem in human history. 

Defining a word or phrase
Sometimes defining a term or a phrase that will be used throughout the essay is a good strategy. The definition you offer should match your thesis, or match the claims you will be making in the essay.

Example:
"The term “violence in the family” generally refers to male violence against females. It means that men are generally rude to women both physically and psychologically.  (paper could go on to make an argument about violence towards men…. Etc.)
AVOID ( The Webster's Dictionary introduction 

Anyone can look a word up in the dictionary and copy down what Webster says—it may be far more interesting for you (and your reader) if you develop your own definition of the term in the specific context of your class and assignment, or if you use a definition from one of the sources you've been reading for class. 

Example: Webster's dictionary defines slavery as "the state of being a slave," as "the practice of owning slaves," and as "a condition of hard work and subjection." 

Asking questions
Using questions to attract the attention of your readers is another useful strategy. Then, your essay proceeds to answer the questions you have posed in the introduction.

Example:
"Who can imagine a world without music? Just as we –the humans- appeared, music emerged as one of our important needs too. It is obvious that music has filled our lives very effectively in that now it is impossible to eradicate it out of our lives. Who can claim the opposite? When we are born, the first thing we hear is the lullabies of our mothers. Then, as time passes, we continue to listen to music much more. Of course, we don't listen to lullabies any more, but we choose a particular type of music that influences us. Why we listen to music and like the type of the music we like is not a simple phenomenon, on the contrary, the reasons are much more complex." (Beste Kalender, Adv 2003)

AVOID ( Endless questions 

One question is fine.  Five questions are too much. 

Example: Who in the world wouldn’t want peace? Who wouldn’t want to live a life without fighting?  What would it take to create peace?  Is peace even possible? 

Turn about
This strategy involves starting with the idea, belief or opinion that is opposite of your own claim or thesis. You first present the opposite party's opinion, the turn about with a "but or however", and present your own point of view. This strategy is especially useful in argumentation.

Example paragraph:

"Reproduction is something that is in the nature of human beings. Giving birth to children, bringing them up and when they get older looking forward to them having children are all built in  wishes and expectations of almost everybody.  But in a limited environment, humans cannot keep expanding their population. There must be some ways to control the population." (Gamze Gumuslu, Adv 2003)

Using an anecdote 
Generally, using an anecdote will make your essay more interesting and attract the attention of your reader. Additionally, it can help you to ground generalizations in “reality.”  Anecdotes can be real, hypothetical, taken from the news or pop culture, or from your own experience.
Example paragraph:

"In a myth it is told that once humans did not have gender. They were neither male nor female. One day they made one of the gods angry and he punished them. He separated them into two parts: male and female. Also he put them away from each other to make them look for their partners all over the world. For centuries and centuries it went on like that, people searching for the missing part of the puzzle, their missing half ." (Ozge Uraz, Adv 2003)

AVOID ( Clichés or Colloquialisms 

Clichés aren’t stories, and often, they don’t really mean much.  Besides that, not everyone knows what they mean.  

Example: It is said that one should never put the cart before the horse.  
Using quotations
If you have the right quotation that matches your thesis or summarizes what you want to say, you can build a paragraph around it.
Example
 “Music was invented to confirm human loneliness”, says Lawrence Durrell. Although they live in a society and are labeled  “social animal” by some philosophers, humans are in fact alone.  They have an inner world which they could hardly express to others or they could even hardly identify themselves. Music helps people understand themselves, melodies make them wander in their own world and discover the lonely parts of their souls. People who can understand or identify themselves are no more alone in the world.  They find a friend which will never let them down, and never will leave them, or a friend from their “inner” world. (Sinem Kavak, Adv 2003)

