Speak to the Prompt
PROMPT: Using the ideas in Alvarez’s essay, write a paper in which you determine the value of maintaining cultural rituals such as the quinceañera.

Ask yourself, which of Alvarez’s ideas have I used (or should I use)? Hint: some of the ideas are listed in the long version of the assignment prompt. 
For example: Economic impact is one of the ideas/concepts Alvarez applies to quinces. However, she does more than simply state that they are expensive. She suggests that money is spent on items external to the “traditional” quince—items that have no symbolic value, like $350 ice sculptures (40). She suggests that while spending lots of money appears to be jeopardizing a family’s financial security, there is no real jeopardy because there was no financial security to begin with. (“rented apartment out the window” 44). She compares this to the American dream, which “isn’t as easy to achieve as it seems.” So what, then, is part of the American dream? Homeownership (and the stability and security it brings). 

If you’re not using Alvarez’s ideas, you aren’t fully responding to the prompt. 

If you’re not evaluating cultural rituals (commenting on their worth or value), then you aren’t fully responding to the prompt. 

Integration of Quotations

You must have your own words somewhere in the sentence with the quote. In other words, do not let a quote “stand alone.”

Incorrect

In simpler terms, families are beginning to become accustom to the new environment and familiarizing themselves with the American culture. “Second generation, they want to be All-American” (Alvarez 46). The second generation lacks the language taught within the family, and they do not know much at all about the culture.
Correct

In simpler terms, families are beginning to become accustom to the new environment and familiarizing themselves with the American culture. While the second generation lacks the language taught within the family, and they do not know much at all about the culture, they still “want to be All-American” (Alvarez 46).

Or, also Correct

In simpler terms, families are beginning to become accustom to the new environment and familiarizing themselves with the American culture. While the second generation lacks the language taught within the family, and they do not know much at all about the culture, Alvarez argues that they still “want to be All-American” (46).

Also, when you integrate quoted material into the sentence, you must be sure it is grammatically correct. 

Incorrect (technically, this is a comma splice too)
Alvarez explains this “melting pot effect” while describing Quinceanera’s, “To have a full-blown traditional Quinceanera in our Pan-Hispanic United States is to have adopted every other Latino group’s little traditions and then some” (Alvarez, 49).

Correct, but clunky
Alvarez explains the “melting pot effect” means that “To have a full-blown traditional Quinceanera in our Pan-Hispanic United States is to have adopted every other Latino group’s little traditions and then some” (Alvarez, 49).

Correct, better
Alvarez explains that the “melting pot effect” has changed the understanding of what it means “to have a full-blown traditional Quinceanera.” Quinces in the U.S. now incorporate “every other Latino group’s little traditions and then some” (Alvarez, 49).

Don’t take an author’s words out of context. In other words, you can’t include an author’s quote in way that makes it seem as if she or he is talking about something else. 

Incorrect

Gay people will come out when they have become accustom to the world they will be living in, or ultimately when they reach the proper level of life’s understanding that is maturity. Do people “think [this] tradition is becoming more popular” (Alvarez Pg. 45)? Is it more of a game people play or a way of life that is finally becoming recognized? Only time can tell.  
The paragraph above integrates Alvarez in a way that makes it seem like she was talking specifically of gay persons’ “coming outs” as a tradition that is gaining popularity. She was talking about Quinces. 

Incorrect

If we were able to remember what we exactly baptized for, then nobody would sin and this would be a perfect world. Alvarez states in her story, “Another factor that’s has upped the price tag of this traditional celebration is that tricky word “Traditional” (Alvarez 49) which is a huge word to use when you talk about people culture.
The paragraph above needs work because “price tag” is misleading. It’s not clear whether Alvarez is talking about monetary value (dollars) or the general cost (the stress, anxiety, etc.).  Additionally, this passage makes it seem like Alvarez is discussing baptisms. Again, she’s discussing Quinces. 

Language & Meaning Issues

Make sure your words make sense together. Scrutinize every word. 

Incorrect

However their morals and cultural traditions still remain the same such as maturity, dating and education

Maturity is not a moral or a cultural tradition—it’s a characteristic. Dating is not a moral, but it is a cultural tradition. Education is not a moral or a cultural tradition – education can be a value, and particular ways of being educated can be cultural traditions.  
Incorrect

The daily routine in which people contribute to their natural health and luxury is known as culture.

I’m not sure what this was supposed to mean. 

