Dr. Mason’s attempt at #4 and #5 of the Alvarez Prewriting Exercise is below.  Obviously, I started to go well beyond what was asked for, in part, because my first few attempts at an argument were weak.  

I kept writing, as I generally do, to try to sort out my ideas.  

1. I think I want to write about the cultural traditions surrounding motherhood.  There are two ways I might go. 

a) I might want to argue something about motherhood being a biological event rather than an event that marks maturity 

a. in the same way that at times, Alvarez suggests a quincenera simply marks a biological event—turning 15—rather than indicating maturity or readiness.  

b. This is problematic because it’s really broad, too obvious, and not really all that interesting. 

b) Or, I might want to make an argument about the “accessories” of motherhood, specifically breastfeeding, and the way they can serve to tear down a woman’s self esteem rather than build it up by helping her to breastfeed 

a. in the same way that Alvarez discusses some of the “accessories” of quinceneras.  

b. But, this may be problematic because the many of the accessories for breastfeeding are for function and it seems like the accessories of a quincenera are just symbolic. 

c) (I’m continuing to think)  I could write something about the “support” that women get during pregnancy and early motherhood being just as superficial (possibly) as the support that girls get (financial, friendship, parental, etc.) around the time of their quinces. 

a. The way Alvarez describes this support, it seems really superficial.  But in the past, the support may have been more real.  Why?  Turned materialistic, new pressures, the families aren’t supporting the same things anymore (used to be marriage, religion and motherhood – now it’s more just a rite of passage)

b. I know that way back, families and communities really did support new mothers, but they really don’t or can’t anymore.  Why?  (people lived closer to their families, more women stayed in the home and could relate to their own mothers/grandmothers.  Now, women make different decisions than their mothers, mothers live far away, we have the internet, television to influence the way we do things and our expectations (whereas before, we only had our own moms and communities ( this may be the same as quinces!)

(Let me get back to the prompt and see if the topic works before I even get to an argument)

PROMPT:

Ideas in Alvarez essay

Value of cultural traditions

TOPIC

Support of women during early motherhood.

DIRECT RELATION TO ALVAREZ

Support of women/girls around the time of their quince

Both are biological events that don’t really indicate maturity

Both require preparation, money, and accessories to be done “right.”

INDIRECT RELATION TO ALVAREZ

Families are farther apart

Society is more materialistic

We have more information and influence from popular media – both normalizes and makes difference normal. 

WHAT I WANT TO SAY ABOUT BOTH

They used to be helpful, now they’re just symbolic. 

Symbolic now because there is no one right way to do it. 

THESIS STATEMENT ATTEMPT:

While in generations past, the cultural traditions surrounding motherhood provided support financial, physical, and cultural support to first time mothers, they are now largely symbolic.  

Is the argument that they ARE symbolic or about WHY they are symbolic?

I need to continue and answer these questions, then test my thesis statement above and/or try a new one.  Then I can move on to mapping an essay.  

