Response #1

Listen to the Radiolab podcast episode “Words,” and write a response to 1 or 2 and write a response to 3 (in other words, you may choose either 1 or 2, and you must respond to 3). You don’t need to quote anyone, but I do expect to see some evidence that you’ve incorporated what you heard in the podcast into your own system of understanding.  

Before you begin, please understand that these statements and quotes ask you to think about incredibly difficult concepts. You’re responses do not need to be formal essays or arguments, but you should strive for clarity and grammatical correctness. 

When you are done, print one copy and bring it to class on the due date indicated on the course schedule.

1. Explain the quote:

“Language is an incredible tool for communication that allows us to exchange information.  But language also serves as a mechanism of communication between different systems within a single mind.”

[response, no more than 300 words]
2. Explain the quote below:

I don’t think very young children do think…. I don’t think they think in the way I want to call thinking…. Let me say what I mean by thinking.  If you reflect on your own experience if you think about what’s going on inside your head as you’re walking to work or on sitting on a subway train, much of what’s going on in your head at that point is actually verbal.  I want to suggest that the central thread of all that is actually language, a stream of inner speech. That’s what most of us think of as thinking.”

[response, no more than 300 words]
3. Compare the two statements below. How do they relate to each other?

If a tree falls in the forest, and no one is there to hear it, does it make a sound?

Can thought exist without language?

[response, no more than 300 words]
