Pre-Draft Questions

Directions:  each group member should get a copy of their pre-writing assignment to the other two group members.  Those other two group members must carefully review the pre-writing, and then fill out this sheet.

This is not supposed to be a silent activity. Ask questions of each other or of the instructor, make comments, and share ideas. The purpose of this activity is twofold: 1) to allow peers to reflect the author’s thoughts, and 2) to generate ideas by sharing.

Peer Reviewer Name: _____________________________________________

Author’s Name:___________________________________________________

Put the author’s argument into your own words below (if you aren’t sure what the argument is, tell the author what you think it is, or what it could be):

 So far, does this speak to the assignment prompt? Why or why not?

There are ten suggestions below. Select the three you believe will best help the author’s argument, and write a few sentences to explain what, how, and why. [For example, using the first suggestion, I might write, “I think will help the author to define the word culture. So far it appears that she is defining it purely in terms of race and ethnicity. I think this is fine, but she might want to do two things. Make a clear distinction between culture in general (things that include not only race and that the city but socioeconomic status, gender, etc.) and racial and ethnic culture. In other words, is there a difference between racial and ethnic culture? What are all the things that make a racial/ethnic culture distinct from any other racial/ethnic culture?”]
1. Will it help the author’s argument to define a word or phrase, or to explain idea?

2. Will it help the author’s argument to separate two ideas, showing how they are not the same thing?

3. Will it help the author’s argument to combine two ideas, showing how they are similar, or very nearly the same thing?

4. Will it help the author’s argument to consider things in terms of “degree,” rather than absolute terms–it is not so much “black-and-white” as it is “shades of gray”? If so, explain.

5. Will it help the author’s argument to explain a cause-and-effect relationship?

6. Will it help the author’s argument to explain something that has occurred in the past?

7. Will it help the author’s argument to explain something that may happen in the future?

8. Will it help the author’s argument to point out or to explain certain contradictions or ironies?

9. Will it help the author’s arguments emphasize the difference between the reality of the world we live in and hypothetical ideas?
10. Will it help the author’s argument to illustrate what she or he is saying with examples from their own life, from history, from the news/pop culture, from scientific studies, from common wisdom or common knowledge, or from the law?

