Cultural Currencies: Cash, Culture, and Change

Paper One: Alvarez

Does Julia Alvarez believe that quinceañeras are positive or negative?  After reading her essay “Selections from Once Upon a Quinceañera” it may be difficult to say.  Perhaps that is in part because Alvarez discovers that what she thought was a simple coming of age ritual in fact involves complex issues of economics, immigration, cultural identity, gender, religion, feminism, family, and more.  All of these forces shape (and are shaped by) each quince.  Using the ideas in Alvarez’s essay, write a paper in which you determine the value of maintaining cultural rituals such as the quinceañera.

You may wish to draw from your own experience of (or knowledge of) such rituals (including quinces, bar and bat mitzvahs, sweet sixteens, and more).  However, if you do, be sure to treat your experience as an analytical text.  The goal of this assignment is not to tell the story of your experience but instead to make an academic argument about cultures and values.
Questions for Exploration: 

At what cost should we maintain cultural traditions?  What forces can effect cultural change?  How much does it cost to change traditions?  How can we balance the economic price of a ritual such as the quinceañera with its cultural value?  What roles does retroculturation play in the persistence of traditions?  Do coming of age rituals promote individual empowerment (in the case of quinces, for women) or do they prepare individuals for culturally circumscribed life roles?  How can we negotiate such traditions to make them our own?  If we make them our own do they lose their cultural meaning and hence their value?

Requirements:
· Rough Drafts should be 3-4 pages long.  Bring 2 copies of your draft to class and upload an electronic copy of your draft (in .doc or .docx format) to Blackboard > Upload > Alvarez Draft.
· Revised Drafts should be 5-6 pages long.

· All papers should conform to proper MLA style. (see here > http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/)
· All drafts should be double spaced, printed, and proofread for error.  Your name should appear on the first page and in the header of every page along with the page number.

· Be sure to properly cite all Web or outside sources.

· All drafts are due by the due date indicated on the schedule.

